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NEWSLETTER  APRIL-JUNE 2008 
 
Greetings to you all as we seem (finally) to be blossoming into Spring! Mid-April into mid-June promises to be a full 
season for the church, with a busy Sunday School (see Mary’s RE article), special music programs, and confirmation 
class in full swing.  
 
An important part of the confirmation process is working on statements about what the confirmands, Emma Larson 
and Gary Marsden, believe. Traditionally such statements follow the format of the Apostle’s Creed or the UCC 
Statement of Faith. We will examine those documents, along with the Principles of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association. We will also look at personal belief statements published in a book titled “This I Believe: The Personal 
Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Women.” The essays in it originated with a National Public Radio program 
which invited people to submit a brief statement of what they believed. There were a few ground rules: frame your 
beliefs in positive terms; avoid restatement of doctrine; refrain from dwelling on what you do not believe.  
 
I am recommending that the congregation join Emma and Gary by writing our own statements of belief. On Sunday 
June 1, those who volunteer will read theirs. Not only will it be a way for each of us to think about what really is 
important to us, but in sharing our beliefs, we’ll also learn more about each other. And, we’ll let Gary and Emma 
know we support them by making efforts of our own.  
 
Following are some excerpts from the book, as well as the UCC and UUA statements, three very different kinds of 
statements of belief. There is no right or wrong. I would ask you just to be honest, follow the rules mentioned above, 
and to keep your statement to no more than ½ to 1 page.  
 
Leonard Bernstein:  

I believe in people. I feel, love, need and respect people above all else, including the arts . . .[or] organized 
piety, or nationalistic superstructures. . . . I believe that man’s [sic] noblest endowment is his capacity to 
change . . .  I believe in the potential of people . . . . 
 

Elizabeth Deutsch Earle (Cornell professor): 
I now know that life is often unfair. My own life has gone well, with much happiness and no exceptional grief 
or pain. Yet travel to other countries, experiences closer at hand, and just reading the news show me how  
hard things are for many people. That contrast troubles me, and I’m still not sure how best to respond to it.  

Being a kind person and striving for social justice remain high priorities for me, but not for religious reasons. 
[Earle notes she has returned to the Unitarian church in which she was raised]  I’ve come to appreciate once 
again that communal reflection about life’s deepest matters is sustaining and uplifting and provides a 
consistent nudge in worthy directions. I believe that it’s good to spend time engaged in the present . . . . I  
believe that it’s good to recognize and appreciate joy when you feel it . . . . 

When I was young, an honest and moral life seemed like a straightforward goal. I now know that it’s not 
always easy to see what should be done and even harder still to do it.  

 
Deirdre Sullivan, Brooklyn attorney: 

I believe in always going to the funeral. My father taught me that.  “Always go to the funeral” means that I 
have to do the right thing when I really, really, don’t feel like it. I’m talking about those things that represent 
only inconvenience to me, but the world to the other guy. You know, the hospital visit during happy hour. The 
shiva call for one of my ex’s uncles. In my humdrum life, the daily battle hasn’t been good versus evil. It’s 
hardly so epic. Most days, my real battle is doing good versus nothing. 
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This revision of the Statement of Faith was prepared by Robert V. Moss, Jr., President of the United Church of Christ 
from 1969 - 1976, in order to express the statement in more inclusive language. 

We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, who is made known to us in Jesus our brother, and to whose deeds we testify: 

God calls the worlds into being, creates humankind in the divine image, and sets before us the ways of life and 
death. 

God seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 

God judges all humanity and all nations by that will of righteousness declared through prophets and apostles. 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, God has come to us and shared our common lot, 
conquering sin and death and reconciling the whole creation to its Creator. 

God bestows upon us the Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful 
people of all ages, tongues, and races. 

God calls us into the church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship,  to be servants in the service of the whole 
human family, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and 
eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory. 

God promises to all who trust in the gospel forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,  courage in the struggle for 
justice and peace, the presence of the Holy Spirit in trial and rejoicing,  and eternal life in that kingdom which has no 
end. 

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto God. 

Amen. 
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Our Principles 
There are seven principles which Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

·  The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 
·  Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 
·  Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 
·  A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
·  The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at 

large; 
·  The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
·  Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
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Our last Community Meal  before summer is May 6.  We hope that members will sign up as usual for main dishes, 
salads and desserts as well as being servers. If you have questions, please contact mission committee members:  
Sheryl Cabral, Jane Gilbert-Keith, Kathie Williams, Bette Schmitt or Dorothy Milne. 

 
  

  



 
 

Hello from the RE Committee     Sunday School Event s 
 
There are a few important dates for everyone to jot down on their calendars.  May 4th will be a very special day for 
the children and young adults in Sunday school. We will be presenting Bibles to the third and fourth grade students. 
If your child is in third or fourth grade but you are unable to attend, please let a  
member of the RE Committee know. Thanks.  

The children will also be having a very special visitor on May 4th. A student from Smith College, Ilana Alazzeh (see 
bio below) will be coming to talk to the children about Islam. We have just begun our unit on Islam. In addition to 
reading the story of Abraham, we have read a story called Salaam, A Muslim American Boy’s Story. Two more 
stories that we will be reading are “The Best Eid Ever” and “One Green Apple”. By reading these stories and having 
our visitor we hope to give the children a better understanding of the Islamic faith and also how we, as Christians, 
are connected to those who practice the Islamic faith. We are not only connected through Abraham but by our 
mutual desires and strivings to care and love those around us, to strengthen our faith, and also by our hope for a  
more peaceful world.  May will be a very exciting time for us all. 

Another important date is June 8th. We will have our end of the year Children’s Service. There will be more 
information as we get closer to that time. If there are any children who would like to contribute to the service by  
sharing their musical abilities, please let me know.  Please mark your calendars and plan to come join the fun. 

Thank you all for your continued support of our wonderful children!!!  
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Ilana Alazzeh is a freshman at Smith College who will be presenting a talk and slideshow on Islam to the Sunday 
School as part of their curriculum this year on the Abrahamic religions: Christianity, Judaism and Islam. She comes 
to First Deerfield through the good graces of the College Chaplain’s office. Ilana was asked to tell us a little about 
herself: 
 
“My mother was born an Israeli Jew, my father is Palestinian. I have a step-sister who is Catholic and a step-
grandmother who is Baptist. I was born in San Francisco, a third generation American. My hometown is now the 
District of Columbia, where I attended public school and Islamic Saudi Academy. I played varsity soccer, basketball 
and lacrosse. [My activities at Smith include] National PR for Muslim Youth of North America, 5-college Rep for 
Muslim Students Association at Smith, involved with Democrats of Smith, Model UN, Debate, American Sign 
Language club and Inter-Faith Youth Core.” 
 
We look forward to Ilana’s visit and hope as many of the children as possible will be able to be in church school for 
her visit on May 4. 

 
 

May and June Birthdays 
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If your birthday is not listed, please contact Jennifer at the church office to update the church records. 

4- Hannah Williams 
8-Tom Mershon  
9-Seth Dancer 
14-Lucy Anderson 
15-Bob Paquette 
19-Martin Milne 
21-Janet Childs 
24-Julie Fraker 
24-Ben Marsden 
25-Rob Claflin 
26-Michael Majewski 
28- Sammy Marsden 
 

2-Samantha Valone 
2-Mark Valone 
3-Gladys Holmes 
4-Michael Roulston 
5-Nicholas Anderson 
7-Ross Anderson 
9-Ria Bailey-Galvis 
12-Henry Melnik 
18-Hattie Ball 
23-Kerry Milne 
23-Tyler Milne 
25-Melinda Garcia-Watson 
27-David Senecal 



 
Worship Calendar 

April 27   The Deerfield Academy choirs will present Daniel Pinkham's Sinfonia Sacra during morning  
worship accompanied by a brass choir and organ. 

 
May 4       Confirmands participate in service; Bibles presented to children; Smith College student Ilana  

Alazzeh speaks to Sunday School about Islam. Food collection. 
 
May 11     Service of Communion; Mother’s Day; special music 
 
May 18     Choir Recognition; Youth visit St. John’s Church, UCC, Springfield     
 
May 25     Deerfield Academy graduation, no church service.  
 
June 1       Food collection; “What I Believe” statements presented. Confirmands/adults work on Habitat  

 House, Turner’s Falls. 
June 8       Children’s Sunday 
 
June 15     Confirmation Sunday 
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