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The photo above shows a Valentine to God dictated by Amos Koyama in Sunday School on
February 14. Inside it says:
“God is love.
God is the sky.
God is the whole world.
God is the plants.
God is the houses.
God is the mountains.”

Amos brought me his valentine after the service and wanted it somehow to get to God. | suggested
maybe putting it in the newsletter was one way to go. He replied: “Does God read the newsletter?”

God may or may not, but | hope those of you who do will enjoy it. Through the wonderful work of Mary
Dancer and Jane Gilbert-Keith, our children are learning, and expressing, a simple yet not simplistic
understanding of God. Amos’ grandfather, Kosuke, who died last spring, would, | think, be quite proud
of his budding “theology of wholeness.”

~~ Ann
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WORSHIP AND MusIC
SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP
Ash Wednesday—Lent Began)
First Sunday of Lent—Service of Communion

Jessica Corwin, guest musician, Viola*
See bio and photo below

The Rev. Susan Boone, Guest Minister; Choir Sings
Food collection for Orange food pantry

Choir sings

Service of Music and Reflection, with the Eventide Singers**
See information below

Palm Sunday. Blessing of the Palms, Reading of the Passion.

Maundy Thursday. Evening Service of Communion and Tenebrae, 7:00pm
Easter! Music, flowers, sermon from on high.

The Rev. Tuck Gilbert, guest minister

Choir Sings

Music TBA

*Jessica Corwin is married to Hattie Ball's grandson Philip
Silva; they live in Southborough, MA. She grew up at
Northfield Mount Hermon, where her parents taught. Jessica
has degrees in music from Oberlin and Boston
Conservatories and is a member of the Larcom Strings, a
guartet dedicated to connecting youth to classical music.

**THE EVENTIDE SINGERS are a western Massachusetts A Cappella group who sing for those in
hospice care, in nursing homes, at churches and at events such as Relay for Life. Stanley and Lucille
Dahlman’s daughter Mary Johnson is a member of the group. The Lenten service they will sing at will
have no sermon, just music and readings.



BRICK CHURCH MusIC SERIES

"The Brick Church" Music Series has had a very successful 2009-2010 season with larger numbers
attending, an expanded list of loyal sponsors, and of course, outstanding talented musicians from
Europe and the United States. We have had three concerts already; Gail Archer, organ; Sharon Shull,
organ, with David Porter, trumpet; and THE KELET DUO with Katalin Viszmeg, violin, and Pi-Hsun
Shih, piano.

On Sunday, March 14, 2010, at 3:00pm, STEPHEN HAMILTON will present an organ recital in

the sanctuary. He is Minister of Music at the historic Church of the Holy Trinity (Episcopal) in New
York City, a member of the artist faculties at Hunter College and Queens College, a lecturer and a
recitalist. He will play works by Pasquini, Valente, Walther, Mozart, Alain, and J. S. Bach. The
"suggested donation" at the door is $10.00 with a reception following in the Caswell Library at
Deerfield Academy. This is a fundraiser for the church. For further information please call: 774-2657.

Jean Pitman Turner
Artistic Director

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Confirmation Class Commences

Confirmation class will begin in March. Confirmation is the process by which young people decide
whether or not they wish to be confirmed—join the church. In our case, as a dual denomination
church, they can choose between the United Church of Christ or the Unitarian Universalist
Association.

The class will include discussion sessions; a service component; visits to a Unitarian service;
participation in worship, preparation of a written faith statement, etc. The process will culminate in
June, with confirmation into the church.

B1G READ BOOK DISCUSSION
FEBRUARY 28, 2010
OLD ScHooL BY ToBIAS WOLFF

Old School is a novel set in a boys’ preparatory school in the 1960’s, and involves a case of
plagiarism. Bring your own lunch to a book discussion in the Ephraim Williams House following
Sunday’s service and fellowship on Feb. 28. Beverages and dessert will be served.

Update from Sunday School

In Sunday School, we have continued our focus on stories that make a difference. Over the last two
months we have read stories such as One Hen and Careful What You Teach Them (from Chicken
Soup for the World). These stories have helped the children understand that each of us can and
should use love that God has given us to help others; that we can make a difference in the lives of
those around us and those far away. We will be continuing this journey through the spring.

~~ Mary Dancer



MisSION AND OUTREACH

Book Sale
“Mission Far and Mission Near”
April 10  9am-2pm
PVMA Memorial Hall
To Benefit Afghan Schools and The First Church of Deerfield

The Church will be sponsoring a book sale to be held at the PVMA Memorial Hall. Proceeds will
benefit the Central Asia Institute, which raises money for and builds schools in Afghanistan, as
recounted in the book 3 Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson. It will also benefit the church, towards the
upkeep of our beautiful building.

Volunteers are needed to help pick up and move books; to set up on Friday, April 9; and to staff
tables and sell books on the 10™. Please let Dorothy Milne or Ann know if you can help.

EVERYONE is invited to donate books, DVD’s and CD’s in good condition. No encyclopedias, please,
and no books which are moldy, torn, written-in, etc. (Announcement of drop off point to come)

Image courtesy of Central Asia Institute

New Committee Chairs

The following Officers and Committee Chairs were elected at our January Annual Meeting:

Chair of the Executive Board: Tim Neumann Moderator: Carter MacDonald
Clerk: Carole Pennock Mission Committee: Dorothy Milne
Treasurer: Wendy Marsden Music Committee: Nancy Pond
Board of Trustees: Ross Anderson Buildings and Grounds: John Milne

Board of Church Life: Pam Bensen Religious Education Committee: Mary Dancer



Thank You! Thank You!

What a surprise! Many thanks to everyone who planned and attended the "brunch" on Sunday,
January 10. It turned out to be a surprise party to celebrate the ninetieth birthdays of Rev. Stanley
Dahlman and myself. What a wonderful event, with excellent food and humorous speeches by Ann,
Carole Pennock, and Ben Bensen. Thank you all again. | shall never forget that event.

~~Elizabeth Purnell

On January 10, you good people of First Church of Deerfield sent two of your “older” members home
from church with exceptionally merry hearts. You sent them home with such kind and generous and
even some rhyming words echoing in our ears that the weight of bearing 90, ninety, years of learning
and experience on their shoulders was somewhat relieved. Actually, | constantly discover at First
Church there’s so much to learn from you younger people—and to enjoy mightily. Thank you! Thank
you! for the delightful Birthday Party and so much more.

Sincerely, Stanley Dahlman

A heatrt felt thank you to all in 2009 who served on committees, volunteered time, and did all the
innumerable tasks that need doing to keep a church working. Finishing her term as Chair of Music
Committee was Liz Dolby, who worked with the challenge of Tom Pousont being away every other
week this past year. On that score, Marc Dancer, Nancy Pond, and Jean Turner also deserve our
thanks for providing music numerous Sundays. We could not have made it without them! (Only three
more months and Tom will finish his Master’s degree at McGill University.)

Thanks to those stepping up as well as stepping down, serving another term or joining a committee
for the first time. We strive to make our governance as efficient as possible so that members’ time is
well used, and hope those who do the work feel it is.

~~Executive Committee

"A Milestone Celebrated"

"My Lord, what a Morning!" That's what | felt like singing on Sunday morning during Fellowship Hour
on Valentine's Day. Everyone in this loving congregation made my birthday (February 12) one that
will never be forgotten: the congregation singing "Happy Birthday"; the trio of Carole, Dorothy and
Nancy singing words about me to the tune of "My Favorite Things" from The Sound of Music; Mark
Koyama's original poem about Wayne and me; Ben Bensen's "Stopping for Jean on a Worthy
Birthday" (with apologies to Robert Frost); and last but not least an original poem by our established
author, poet, and minister, Ann Hallstein. The birthday cake, special cookies, and cheese and
crackers were enjoyed by many. | know there were many more individuals who contributed to this
"milestone”, and | thank each and every one of you. This particular birthday will long be remembered.

With love, Jean Turner



March Anniversaries
17- Carol Varner
& Mark Gardner
21- Nancy & Kirk Woodring

March Birthdays
1- Megan Fraker
8- Megan Williams
5- Sarah Dancer
6- Justin Cabral
8- Pam Williams
9- Chris MclInerney
12- Art Larson
13- Elizabeth Conlisk
15- Sydney Henthorn
16- Elaine Anderson
16-Dan Carmody
23- Betsy Fraker
24- Carol Varner
24- Dorothy Milne
25- Diana Farrell
29- Marc Dancer
30- Alan Fraker
30- Jodie Nolan

Anniversaries and Birthdays

April Anniversary
4- Janet and Ronald Evans

April Birthdays
7- Peter Melnik
10- Carole Pennock
15- Betty Boyden
16- Chris Fraker, Beth Melnik
18- Grant Moss, John Milne
22- Ann Hallstein
23- Tom Pousont
25- Sally Jones, Wayne Turner
26- Samantha Green-Atchley,
Tracey Brockett
29- Carter MacDonald,
Bette Schmitt

Easter Flower Order Form

This year, besides a choice of the traditional Easter flowers, we
are again offering another option. We are asking that you consider
making a donation towards the plantings and upkeep of the boxes
in the front of the church. If you would like to give flowers or a
donation in memory of or in honor of a loved one, please fill out
the form below. Prices are listed below. FINAL DATE TO ORDER

IS March 26"

Tulips ($10)
Daffodils ($10)

Easter Lily ($10)
Azalea ($25)

Contribution towards church planting

Name

Phone

Plant No. 1 In honor OR In memory of

Plant No. 2 In honor OR In memory of

____ lwould like my plant(s) to be given to a shut-in after Easter.

May Anniversaries
1- Dan and Sue Carmody
7- Barbara and Bill Mitnik
8- Jean and Wayne Turner
27- Wendy and Ben Marsden

May Birthdays
4- Hannah Williams
8- Tom Mershon
9- Seth Dancer
14- Lucy Anderson
15- Bob Paquette
19- Martin Milne
24- Julie Fraker
24- Ben Marsden
25- Rob Claflin
28- Sammy Marsden



